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Question:  What  does  the  statement  in  lines  5-7  above 

mean:  "Thomas  Gillespie  held  interest  in  251 
acres  and  147  perches  of  land  by  contract 
from  James  Russell  dated  February  22,  1867." 

Did  James  Russell  purchase  the  entire  251 
acres  and  147  perches  of  land  and  then  sell 
one-half  of  that  property  to  Thomas  Gillespie? 

I  think  so.  Perhaps  James  Russell  financed 
the  purchase  of  one-half  of  the  property  in 
question  for  Thomas  Gillespie.  Perhaps  it  was 
a  question  of  getting  two  names  on  the  deed. 
Whatever  the  case,  after  Thomas  Gillespie  died, 
testate,  in  October  1867,  the  executors  of  his 
will  sold  1/2  of  251  acres  and  147  perches  of 
land  in  Carbondale  that  at  one  time  had  be¬ 
longed  to  William  Wurts. 

4.  A  deed  declaring  that  James  Russell  and  Thomas  Gillespie 
purchased  251  acres  and  147  perches  of  land  (part  of  two 
tracts  of  land  in  the  warantee  name  of  Henry  Rider  and 
Samuel  Rider)  in  the  late  township  of  Carbondale — now  city 
and  township  of  Carbondale. 

James  Russell  died  May  28,  1872,  intestate,  without  having 
made  any  provision  for  the  conveyance  to  the  said  Thomas 
Gillespie  of  his  undivided  half  interest  of  the  lands  afore¬ 
said. 

James  Russell  was  survived  by: 

— a  widow,  Margaret  Russell 
— James  A.  Russell 

— Margaret  G.  Russell  (intermarried  with  S.  S.  Jones) 

— George  B.  Russell 

— John  Russell,  deceased,  survived  by  a  widow.  Belle 
Russell,  and  a  minor  child,  James  B.  Russell 
— Nettie  Russell  (minor) 

— Jennie  Russell  (minor) 

— William  Russell  (minor) 

Thomas  Gillespie  died  Oct.  1867,  testate;  his  executors 
being  H.  S.:  Pierce,  John  S.  Law,  Thomas  Dickson.  TG ' s 
one-half  interest  in  the  251  acres  and  147  perches  of  land 
in  question  was  sold  at  a  public  sale  on  March  22,  1875 
to  the  following  persons: 

— John  B.  Gillespie  (1/4  of  the  251  acres  &  147  perches) 
James  W.  Gillespie  (1/4  of  the  251  acres  &  147  perches) 

J.  B.  Gillespie's  1/4  of  the  251  acres  &  147  perches  in 
question  were  sold  at  a  sherrif's  sale  on  June  10,  1882 
to  W.J.  Lewis  and  Fred  W.  Gunster;  James  W.  Gillespie's  1/4 
of  the  251  acres  &  147  perches  in  question  were  sold  to 
W.  N.  Estabrook. 


